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Dear Sir: 

PRE-APPEAL BRIEF REMARKS 

Claims 21-37 were presented for examination and were rejected. The applicants 
respectfully traverse. 



35 U.S.C. 103 Rejection of Claims 21-37 

Claims 21-31 and 35 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over G.D. Danneels, U.S. Patent 5,533,112 (hereinafter "Danneels") in view of 
F.C. Christoffereson, et al., U.S. Patent 7,006,616 (hereinafter "Christoffereson") further in 
view of L.E. Holt, U.S. Patent Application Publication 2003/0044654 Al (hereinafter "Holt"). 
Claims 21-31 and 35 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Danneels in view of Christoffereson. The applicants respectfully traverse. 
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Claim 21 recites: 

21. A method comprising: 
receiving: 

(1) a first series of frames that represents a first audio signal from a first 
user's terminal, said first user's terminal being a first headset, and 

(2) a second series of frames that represents a second audio signal from a 
second user's terminal; 

forming a third series of frames that represents a first composite signal that 
excludes said second audio signal when said first user's terminal and said second 
user's terminal are collocated with each other along a direct audio path; and 

transmitting said third series of frames to said first user's terminal. 

(emphasis supplied) 

Nowhere does Danneels, Christoffereson, nor Holt teach or suggest, alone or in 

combination, what claim 21 recites — namely excluding an audio signal from a second 

user's terminal when the first user's headset and the second user's terminal are collocated 

with each other along a direct audio path. 

Because claims 22 through 25 depend on claim 21 the applicant respectfully submits 

that the rejection of them is also traversed. 

Claim 26 recites: 

26. An apparatus comprising: 
a network interface for: 

(1) receiving a first series of frames that represents a first audio signal from a 
first user's terminal and a second series of frames that represents a second audio 
signal from a second user's terminal, said first user's terminal being a first headset, 
and 

(2) transmitting a third series of frames to said first user's terminal; and 
a processor for forming said third series of frames; 

wherein said third series of frames represents a first composite signal that 
excludes said second audio signal when said first user's terminal and said second 
user's terminal are collocated with each other along a direct audio path . 

(emphasis supplied) 

For the reasons given in claim 21, the applicants submit that the rejection of this 

claim is traversed. 

Because claims 27 through 31 depend on claim 26 the applicant respectfully submits 
that the rejection of them is also traversed. 
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Claim 32 recites: 



32. A system comprising: 
a mixer for: 

(1) receiving a first series of frames that represents a first audio signal 
from a first user's terminal and a second series of frames that represents a second 
audio signal from a second user's terminal; 

(2) forming a third series of frames that represents a first composite 
signal that excludes said second audio signal when said first user's terminal and said 
second user's terminal are collocated with each other along a direct audio path ; 
and 

(3) transmitting said third series of frames to said first user's terminal; 
said first user's terminal for: 

(1) transmitting said first series of frames; and 

(2) receiving said third series of frames; and 

said second user's terminal for transmitting said second series of frames. 

(emphasis supplied) 

For the reasons given in claim 21, the applicants submit that the rejection of this 
claim is also traversed. 

Because claims 33 through 37 depend on claim 32 the applicant respectfully submits 
that the rejection of them is also traversed. 
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